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Fishery Conservation and Management § 660.25

permit holder unless the Regional Di-
rector is otherwise notified by the per-
mit holder. The notice must be pro-
vided to the office or telephone number
designated by the Regional Director.
The notice must provide the official
number of the vessel, the name of the
vessel, the intended departure date,
time, and location, the name of the op-
erator of the vessel, and the name and
telephone number of the agent des-
ignated by the permit holder to be
available between 8:00 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(Hawaii time) on weekdays for NMFS
to contact to arrange observer place-
ment.

(b) The operator of any vessel subject
to the requirements of this subpart
who does not have on board a VMS unit
while transiting the protected species
zone as defined in § 660.12, must notify
the NMFS Southwest Enforcement Of-
fice (see part 600 for address of Re-
gional Director) immediately upon en-
tering and immediately upon departing
the protected species zone. The notifi-
cation must include the name of the
vessel, name of the operator, date and
time (GMT) of access or exit from the
protected species zone, and location by
latitude and longitude to the nearest
minute.

(c) The permit holder of a vessel reg-
istered for use with a Hawaii longline
limited access permit or with an agent
designated by the permit holder shall
provide notice to the Regional Admin-
istrator at least 72 hours (not including
weekends and holidays) before the ves-
sel leaves port on a fishing trip, any
part of which occurs in Area B or Area
C, as described in § 660.33(a)(2) or (a)(3).
The vessel operator will be presumed to
be an agent designated by the permit
holder unless the Regional Adminis-
trator is otherwise notified by the per-
mit holder. The notice must be pro-
vided to the telephone number des-
ignated by the Regional Administrator.
The notice must provide the official
number of the vessel, the name of the
vessel, the intended departure date,
time, and location, the name of and
telephone number of the agent des-
ignated by the permit holder to be
available between 8:00 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(Hawaii time) on weekdays for NMFS
to contact in order to arrange observer
placement.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 66 FR 11121, Feb.
22, 2001, § 660.23 paragraph (a) was suspended
and new paragraph (c) was added, effective
Feb. 22, 2001, through Aug. 20, 2001. At 66 FR
31564, June 12, 2001, § 660.23 was amended by
lifting the suspension of paragraph (a), and
suspending paragraph (c), effective June 12,
2001, through Dec. 10, 2001.

§ 660.24 Gear identification.

(a) Identification. The operator of
each permitted vessel in the fishery
management area must ensure that the
official number of the vessel be affixed
to every longline buoy and float, in-
cluding each buoy and float that is at-
tached to a radar reflector, radio an-
tenna, or flag marker, whether at-
tached to a deployed longline or pos-
sessed on board the vessel. Markings
must be legible and permanent, and
must be of a color that contrasts with
the background material.

(b) Enforcement action. Longline gear
not marked in compliance with para-
graph (a) of this section and found de-
ployed in the EEZ will be considered
unclaimed or abandoned property, and
may be disposed of in any manner con-
sidered appropriate by NMFS or an au-
thorized officer.

§ 660.25 Vessel monitoring system.

(a) VMS unit. Only a VMS unit owned
by NMFS and installed by NMFS com-
plies with the requirement of this sub-
part.

(b) Notification. After a Hawaii
longline limited access permit holder
has been notified by the SAC of a spe-
cific date for installation of a VMS
unit in the permit holder’s vessel, the
vessel must carry the VMS unit after
the date scheduled for installation.

(c) Fees and charges. During the ex-
perimental VMS program, a Hawaii
longline limited access permit holder
shall not be assessed any fee or other
charges to obtain and use a VMS unit,
including the communication charges
related directly to requirements under
this section. Communication charges
related to any additional equipment at-
tached to the VMS unit by the owner
or operator shall be the responsibility
of the owner or operator and not
NMFS.
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